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Effects of childhood abuse on creativity in undergraduates:
mediating role of personality
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Abstract: Objective To explore the effects of childhood abuse on creativity in medical undergraduates
and the mediating role of personality. Methods 255 participants were enrolled from a medical university and
investigated with the Child Abuse Questionnaire Short Form ( CTQ-SF) ,the Simplified Version of Big Five
Personality Questionnaire ( CBF-PI-B) and Williams~ Creativity Tendency Scale ( WCTS). Results The crea-
tivity of participants with childhood abuse was lower significantly than that of participants without childhood
abuse. Childhood abuse was positively correlated with neuroticism (7=0. 28,P<0. 001) ,while negatively cor-
related with openness to experience (r=-0.21,P<0.01) ,agreeableness (r=-0.41,P<0.001) ,conscientious-
ness(r=-0.28,P<0.001) and creativity (7r=-0.30,P<0.001) ;Neuroticism was negatively related with crea-
tivity (7r=-0.28,P<0.001) ,while openness to experience, extraversion, agreeableness and conscientiousness
were negatively correlated with creativity respectively (7=0.47,0.29,0. 20,0. 25,P<0. 05). Childhood abuse
not only predicted creativitydirectly[ effect=-0. 13, effect size =56. 52% ,95% CI (—0.19,-0.01) ],but also in-
directly influenced creativity through the mediating roles of neuroticism and openness to experience| effect=
-0. 10, effect size=43.48% ,95% CI (-0.16,-0.05) ]. Conclusion Neuroticism and openness to experience-
played a role as mediators between childhood abuse and creativity.
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