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A study on the phenomenon of “Chinese Culture Aphasia”
of English teaching in medical colleges

GAO Xiaoqian, SONG Qing, ZHU Min
(School of Foreign Languages of Jining Medical University , Jining 272067 , China)

Abstract: To investigate their mastery of Chinese culture and ability in translating Chinese culture vocab-
ulary,857 medical college students and 60 college English teachers were chosen from 5 medical colleges in
Shandong Province to carry out the questionnaires. The results revealed that the informants had a poor com-
mand of Chinese culture,and their ability in translating Chinese culture vocabulary also needed improving.
Besides,only 8% informants had the learning motivation to learn Chinese culture. In addition, most inform-
ants held active attitudes to integrating Chinese culture into college English teaching. The phenomenon of
“Chinese culture aphasia” is widespread in medical colleges and universities’ English teaching. Many causes
account for the phenomenon, including not only external causes such as education philosophy, education ob-
jectives,teaching materials,and education syllabus,but also internal causes such as teachers and students, a-
mong which,the absence of medical college students’ motivation to learn Chinese culture is the most funda-
mental internal cause. In order to eliminate the phenomenon of “Chinese culture aphasia” in college English
teaching, all factors involved,including the society,teachers and students,should make joint efforts. More im-
portantly ,medical college students’ motivation to learn Chinese culture needs to be inspired and strength-
ened.
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